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congresswuul drive for  im-.
pmved relations with Cuba,
‘.‘Senater Formgn Relations
. pommxttee staff director Pat
+ M. Holt took off for Cuba ves-
Yerday for a 10day study mis.
‘Hion and meetings " With top
Culbian officials, it ‘wag learned
“Yrom' ~ State " Department
hnurces, e
i Holt, 54, i ihe first mgh
!uvei U.S. official to visit Cuba
‘in more than a decade, It has
faken. eight. years of. Pressure
.. drom’ Foreigw ‘Relations Com-
';- msttee Chairman J.- W, Ml
Jhright - (D-Ask) " to ‘get . the
*“ tate: Department to:validate
. olt's pamport,,mr tqmal ta
. b4 o dnen A
& m”State Henry A,
g Iaalngcr,.infoming Fulbright
fﬁst Diecqmber,that Dhe had de.
¥ tdod ¢ tous approve .the _ visit,
ade itiélear. that. T.8. mucy
-. th to. “discoumge travel to
uba’”nnd that Helt “in no
g:y mpuﬂmms., the executive
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m.. Washingion Post atatf Writer

L In what could herald thejvisit (the U.S/ ‘broke off rela.

5; fxrst “téntative gropings of a!tions with the reglme of Fidel

1

e Sl

Castro on Jan, 8. 1561) was ini.
tiated by ths Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, nol by the
admialstradon. It is deseribed;
as “purely fact-floding” Akin
to other visits he bas made 95
& Laln Ameriean specialist)
for the comrnitter over much
of the past 24 years,
However, it. clearly eould
bave larger consequences intl
apening up a dralogue and in
allowing the Senate commit-

P

tee to get rauceh closer lonk at
the Casiro regime and the pus-
sibilities, ion “cawibbean‘ de-
tente. .. ... . '

Holt, whd toak wwfr'a mt'aﬁ
director .of Fovesgn Relations
early thig ‘year . when. Carl
Marcy retired, was a-key, ad-
viges to mulbﬂgm during the
1662 .Cuban. missile erisiy
when the sentator was & lead.
ing voicer 6L moderation. Holr
was also one of the handful of
insiders.. advising®. Pulbright
during the 1945 U.S. Interven
tion in- ‘the Dominican Repuhye
lic, when Fulbright publicly
denouneed UE,  policy and
broke with pmmcmn‘i: Jolinson,

on:of . his® 'ol(iest and cilmest
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